376

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 30, 2007,
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call
upon government officials, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States
to reach out to young people and work to
create a better, brighter, and more hopeful
future for all.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:53 a.m., March 28, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 27, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
29.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Executives of Large Vehicle Fleet
Operations

March 27, 2007

Mr. Secretary, thank you. I want to thank
you all very much.

Yesterday I talked with the chief executive
officers of U.S. auto companies about what
they’re doing to help us meet the goal of re-
ducing gasoline usage by 20 percent over 10
years. Today I've had the honor of visiting
with private  sector  companies—"Big
Brown,” FedEx, the Metro bus line, as well
as the Postal Office folks, and
DaimlerChrysler as well to talk about how
we are using new technologies to convert
truck fleets, bus fleets to vehicles that will
be able to help meet the goal of reducing
gasoline usage by 20 percent over 10 years.

The reason I've come is, I want the Amer-
ican people to understand that there are new
technologies on the market that are being
used every single day, but there’s more we
can do. I'm looking forward to working with
Congress to meet this goal. And they need
to pass meaningful energy legislation as soon
as possible, all aiming at making sure that
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we promote technologies that, for the sake
of our national security and for the sake of
good environmental policy, we reduce the
usage of gasoline.

The goal I laid out of reducing gasoline
by 20 percent over 10 years is a realistic goal.
In other words, this isn’t a pipedream; this
is something that our Nation can accomplish.
It’s going to take more research dollars; it’s
going to take working with the private sector;
and it’s going to take innovative leadership.
And T thank the folks here who are rep-
resenting companies that have got innovative
leadership, people willing to make use of
technologies that change the way we drive
and will change the way we live.

So I appreciate you all being with me. It’s
an honor to be with you. Thank you for your
time.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. at the
U.S. Postal Service Vehicle Maintenance Facility.
In his remarks, he referred to Secretary of Energy
Samuel W. Bodman.

Remarks on White House Press
Secretary Tony Snow

March 27, 2007

This morning I got a phone call from Tony
Snow. He called me from the hospital. He
told me that when they went in and operated
on him, they found cancer. It’s a recurrence
of the cancer that he thought that he had
successfully dealt with in the past. His atti-
tude is, one, that he is not going to let this
whip him, and he’s upbeat. My attitude is,
is that we need to pray for him and for his
family.

Obviously, a lot of folks here in the White
House worry a lot about their friend, as do
Laura and I. And so my message to Tony
is, stay strong; a lot of people love you and
care for you and will pray for you. And we’re
hoping for all the best. I'm looking forward
to the day that he comes back to the White
House and briefs the press corps on the deci-
sions that I'm making and why I'm making
them. In the meantime, I hope our fellow
citizens offer a prayer to he and his family.

Thank you.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Proclamation 8117—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 2007
March 27, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

All Americans share a responsibility to pro-
tect our Nation’s children. During National
Child Abuse Prevention Month, we renew
our commitment to prevent child abuse and
neglect and to work to enable our children
to realize their full potential.

Childhood is a formative time, and abuse
can have devastating long-term effects on
young lives. In order to provide a safe envi-
ronment for our young people, parents must
work to protect their children from the dan-
gers that threaten them. Family members,
educators, public officials, and faith-based
and community organizations all play impor-
tant roles in helping to ensure that children
are safe and can grow surrounded by love
and stability.

My Administration is committed to sup-
porting children and promoting safe and sta-
ble families across America. Last year, I
signed into law the Child and Family Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 2006, which will
help to prevent and address child abuse and
neglect by improving child welfare services
and continuing vital mentoring and family
programs. Additionally, the Department of
Justice’s Project Safe Childhood program
and the Adam Walsh Child Protection and
Safety Act of 2006 help officials at all levels
of government protect our children and bring
sexual and online predators, Internet pornog-
raphers who prey on our children, and other
violent criminals to justice with stronger laws
and improved coordination among authori-
ties.

As we observe National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month, we underscore our commit-
ment to building an America where all chil-
dren can thrive, develop character, and learn
to be responsible citizens in an environment
of security and love. By honoring our obliga-
tion to support and protect our young people,
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all Americans have an opportunity to make
a positive difference in the life of a child and
build a brighter future for our country. For
more information about how each of us can
help stop child abuse, please visit
childwelfare.gov.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2007 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I en-
courage all citizens to help protect our chil-
dren and work to create strong, healthy com-
munities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., March 29, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 30.

Remarks to the National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association

March 28, 2007

Alright. Thanks for having me. Thank you.
Please be seated. Not a bad introduction by
a cowboy. [Laughter] Thanks for having me.
Welcome to Washington. I'm glad to be with
you. I was telling Laura this morning, I'm
really looking forward to going over to talk
to the Nation’s cattlemen. I appreciate being
with people who understand the importance
of faith, family, hard work, good values. I like
to remind people, every day is Earth Day
if you make a living off the land. It's good
to be with fellow conservationists.

I'm going to talk a little bit about two big
priorities: one, how to keep this economy
strong so people can make a living; and sec-
ondly, how this country needs to stay re-
solved and firm in protecting the security of
our country. And I appreciate you giving me
a chance to come over and visit.



